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\ME1UCAX CUA'i'AEGI IX ^I'lIE SI’ECIES PI.AXTAIUJM OF 



C. S. Sargk.nt. 


Since tlio ]>iibliciition last year in Uiiodoha (x. jNIay, 1008) of Mr. 

Eggleston’s notes on the s])(‘ei<‘s of ('?’ata(*<;ns deserilied by Linnaeus 
I have had the o|)portnnity to examine a^ain tlie s]>(‘eiinens of Cratae- 
t;ns in tlu' Plukenet TIerl)ariiini at tlie Hritisli ]Mns('nni and tin* srieei- 
niens of this ^enns pr< ‘Served in Linmu'iis’s own h('rl)ariinn. 

d'hree of the four species of ('rataef]jns deseril)ed by Linnaeus in the 
first edition of the Species Plaiifanim ar(‘ wliat may be called book 
s])ceies, that is there is no (‘videnee that T.innaens liad ever seen a 
s'|)eeinu‘n of thes(‘ plants when his deseri])tions were ])nblished in ITo-b 
these having evidc'iitly b(‘(‘n based on tlu' deseri])tions and figures of 
earlier authors. ()f the fourth specie's, f.'m/aer/a.v viridis, there is a 
s])eeimen in the Liunaean Herbarium collected by Clayton in Vir¬ 
ginia which Linnae'us may have seen before' his ek‘scri])tion was written. 
.Several years agee I maele e)ut that this .spe'e'imen re'pre'senteel the |)lant 
eleserilx'el later by f'dlieett as (drataegiis arhoreseens, although at that 
time this .s])ee'ies hael ne)t l)een re'eliseovere'el in Virginia. It is int(*rest- 
ing to re'])e)rt, therefore, tliat Crataegus viridis Idnmu'iis {C. arberrescenft 
Elliott) was founel ])y Mr. Ueheler last summer on tlie bank of tlie 
Blaekwater River near Zuni in .southeastern Virginia. 

Crataegus Crus-galli was eleseribed by Linnaeus from Plnkenet’s 
figure anel elescri])tion. d'he .specimen whie'li ajipears to have .serveel 
in part, at least, as the subject for Plnkenet’s figure (Aim, Bat. 149, t. 
40, f. 1) is preserved in his herbarium. It is a young shoot without 
flowers and fruits, and although I sn.speet that it is not the ])lant which 
is now usually considered to lie Crataegus Crus-galli, it is impossilile 
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to say what, it i.s ('xc<'])t that it is from onr of tiu' ('riis-tialli Grou]) of 

sj)('ci(>s. riu' s])iH’im(‘n lalx'lod Crafar(jns Crii.'t-galli. iii rdmiaiMis’s 

1 l(‘rl)ariiiin is also otdv a harrcu shoot. It was colh'ctc'd hv Kahn 

% • 

and MO locality is ^ivcn. It i.sc(M*tainly on(‘ of the ('ni.s-pdli (iroMj). 
and ])rol)al)ly rc])rc.scuts a diHcrcnt specie's from the s]>eeimeM in tin* 
IMnk(‘n<‘t I l(‘rl)arinm. In spite of the donht which the.se sjx'eimens 
rai.s<‘ on the id(‘ntity of Cratarr/us ('rus-ijdHi of Linnaen.s, it (hx's not 
se<‘m desirable or neee.ssarv to abandon liis name as no confusion is 

t 

likelv to oeenr bv retainin'; it. 

It is not ]x).ssible to ;;ue.ss even at the plant described by Linnaen.s as 
('ratitrcpis iomnitosa. Ilis sjxxmc'S was ba.se<l on tlx* .s]x‘eim(*n eolleet(‘d 
by ( layton in Virginia aixl, unfortnnat(‘ly, this i.s om* of tlx* lew of 
C'layton’s specimens which i.s not pr(‘serv(‘d in the British Mn.senm. 
()n tlx* slx'ct labeled f Va/aeryz/.v lomcntosa in Linnaeus’s Herbarium 
then* are two .s]X'eimen.s collected by Kahn without locality. Om* is 
evidently what i.s now f;(*ix*rally ealK*d Cm/aez/u.s* tomrnfosa and the 
otlx*r is oix* of the thick-leaved ’Pomentosa'* speeiz's. It i.s of int(*r(*.st, 
]x*rha]).s, that tlx*r(* is a thorn on tlx* first of th(*.s(* .s])eeimeus as O/v/- 
/ner/z/.v fovirnio.m is n.smilly thornl(*.s.s, idthoiigh "minis spinosis 
appeiirs in Linmiens’s de.seription of his Cmtarpus fomrntosa. As 
ix) confusion i.s likely to jiri.se from n^taining the name of Crataepus 
fomrntosa for tlx* pliint now gent*nilly eon.siden*d to lx* tlnit .sjzeeies, 
tlx'r<* zi])]x*Jir.s to be no gzxxl rezison for zilxmdoning the mime. 

(^mfaiujns corrlnca was e.st«il)li.slx*<l by Linmiens on Bhik(*net’.s 
figure {Aim. Hof. t. 40, f. 4.). 'I'he fignri* well re])r(*.s(*nt.s one of the 
thr(*<* sjieeimens .so nnmlx*red ]»r<*.servt*d in I*lnk<*net’.s Herbarium. 
'I'he numlx*r.s ]»nbli.slx*d by IMnk(*ix*t havi* be<*n writt(*n lielow the 
speeinx*ns of his lx*rbarinm by .sonx* oix* now unknown and ])erha]).s 
zift(*r tlx* collection had lx*eom(* tlx* prop<*rty of tlx* British INIu.seum. 
Under the .specimen which i.s the typt* of Linnaeus’s Cratacf/ns rorrinra 
there i.s a ixite iiy Uob(*rt Brown confirming the determimition. Mr. 
EgglesUm’s stjitement that the G")x* of ('mtaeijas rorrinra wjis an 
unnumbered .s]x*eimen found by Mr. Britten is not elezir. All the 
s])eeimen.s in Plukenet’s Herbarium are nnmber(*d and Mr. Britten 
ii.ssure.s iix* that he luis no recollection of luiving made such a state¬ 
ment. It is prolxible, however, that the fruit that he .sent to ]Mr. 
Eggleston i.s from the .s]K*eimen re])resente<l on ])late 4(5, f. 4, as one of 
the seven fruits figured by Plukenet i.s mi.ssing. 'rix* leaves of this 
s]K*eimen are oidy .slightly villo.se on the n])ix*r surface; tlx* fruit is 
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glabrous jiixl tlie jx^lici'ls are slightly hairy; and it cannot, as Mr. 
Eggleston has siigg(‘sted. r('j)r('S('nt ('raiaegns modcKia. 'I'lie s])eeinu‘n 
is thornless and llu' dc'lac’hed thorn in the I’Inkenet fij^nre ntav havi* 
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been takc'ii from one of tli<' two other s])eeiinens in the IMnki'iiet ]l(‘r- 
hariinn wliieli the same nidviiown ])erson has nderri'd to the ])lant 
figured on t. 4(i, f. 1. d'he thorns on one of these s])(‘eimens aia* 
slijihtlv thicker and on the othi'r thev arc* nion' recurved than that 
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figured by Phikenet. d'hese three* six'cimens in the Plnkenet Ilerha- 


rinm relV'rred to t. 4(), f. 4, eertaiidy all re])resent difi'en'nt s])eeies eitlu'r 
in the Modes or Lohniatae (iron])S, and I am unable to idi'iitify any 
of them. 4'he matter is further eonfnse'd hv the fact that Linnaeais 
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also referred to his Craiaeqiis coccinra the ])lant figuix'd in the Hoff. 
AngL t. 13, f. 1, which is Cmfoegits cordala. 'I'he s])eeimen lahehxl 
Crafaegus cocctnea in the Linnaean Herbarium was from a '|)lant 
cultivated in the I ])sala (rarden, and, being unable to determine tiny 
of Pluk(‘n(‘t’s s])ecimeus, it was this sjx'cimen that I formerly considetx'd 
the t\'])eof Cratargii.s- rorrinra and ix'fc'rreil to it a common .s])eci(“s of the 
Xew England coast and the St. Lawrence Valley (see Hot. Gazeifr, 
x.xxi. 11). Alton’s specimen of (drotorgiis corrlnca in tlie British 
Museum is a barren shoot of some Modes s])('cii‘s. 

Under Rule 51 of the \denna coch* it is ])rovided in Section 4 that 
every one should refuse to ado])t a name “wlu'ii the grou]) which it 
designates embrace's elements altogether incolu'rent or when it becomes 
a ])erman<.'nt .source of confusion and error.” ’Phis is the case ol 
Craiaegns cocrinea. ('('rtainly the type of (A'oforgu-'^ cocrinra cannot 
be determined and a large number of diflerent s])ecies have* at ditfe'rent 
times been ("died (drafocgiift rorciiu'a. It a])])('ars theix'fore desirable 
to abandon the nanu' entirely aiul t(» find a new name for the jdant 
figurt'd as Crafargii.s- con-inea in 4'lu' Silva of Xorth .imrnra and in 
the Manna/ of Xorth .\tnvr/ran 7 rcc.v. A glabrous form of this which 


I hav(^ calk'd (dratargas corrlnca. rotnndifolia was first dc'seribed in 
1785 by ]\Iocnch (Hdanir HV/.v.v. 39, t. 1) as (d rafargn.'< rot and) folia, 
which would therefore lx* tlu' name of the species if the hairy and tlu' 
glabrous forms are considered to belong to oiu' s]»eclcs; and the hairy 
plant which I have (h'scrilx'd as (dratacgiiM cocrinra may tlu'u Ix'coine 

Crataegus rotundifolia var. pubera. 
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